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The primary focus of this study is the Indonesian returned overseas Chinese
community in Xiamen. Returned Overseas Chinese, known as guiqiao, ‘returned’
to China as young adults in the 1950s and 1960s. What was their experience
returning to China? How do they fit into the Xiamen community? Do they still
identify with Indonesian culture? Do they identify with Chinese culture? How do
they form their own identity as a guiqiao? One way that guiqiao come together is
through the creation of guiqiao associations. Participant observation at the
Xiamen Indonesian Returned Overseas Chinese Association formed a large part
of this research. Events, activities,and gatherings of the association build
supportive networks with both Chinese and Indonesian elements. The Indonesian
guiqiao have both a longing for Indonesia and an intense feeling of being
Chinese.
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